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Figure 8. Annual juvenile index of abundance of sheepshead in the NCDMF Juvenile Trawl Survey, 2004 – 2021. 

 

Figure 9. Sheepshead length at age based on all age samples collected from 2008 – 2020. Blue circles represent the 
mean size at a given age while the grey squares represent the minimum and maximum observed size for 
each age. Otoliths from 2021 are not included as ages are preliminary. 

17


	STATUS OF THE FISHERY MANAGEMENT PLAN
	Fishery Management Plan History
	Original FMP Adoption: None
	Amendments: None
	Revisions: None
	Supplements: None
	Information Updates: None
	Schedule Changes: None
	Comprehensive Review: None

	Management Unit
	Goal and Objectives

	DESCRIpTION OF THE STOCK
	Biological Profile
	Stock Status
	Stock Assessment

	DESCRIPTION OF THE FISHERY
	Current Regulations
	Commercial Fishery
	Recreational Fishery

	MONITORING PROGRAM DATA
	Fishery-Dependent Monitoring
	Fishery-Independent Monitoring

	RESEARCH NEEDS
	MANAGEMENT STRATEGY
	FISHERY MANAGEMENT PLAN SCHEDULE RECOMMENDATIONS
	LITERATURE CITED
	TABLES
	Table 1.  Recreational harvest (number of fish released and weight) and releases (number of fish; MRIP) and commercial harvest (weight in pounds; Atlantic Coastal Cooperative Statistics Program and N.C. Trip Ticket Program) of sheepshead from North Ca...
	Table 2.  Commercial harvest (weight in pounds) of sheepshead by gear type, 2011 – 2020 (Source N.C. Trip Ticket Program).
	Table 3. Sheepshead length (fork length, inches) data from commercial fish house samples, 1982 – 2021.
	Table 4. Sheepshead length (fork length, inches) data from Marine Recreational Information Program samples, 1981 – 2021.
	Table 5. Annual weighted sheepshead index of abundance (number per set, all ages combined) from the North Carolina Pamlico Sound Independent Gill Net Survey, 2001 – 2021. N=number of samples; SE=Standard Error; PSE=Proportional Standard Error. Pamlico...
	Table 6. Annual weighted sheepshead juvenile index of abundance (number per tow) from the North Carolina Juvenile Trawl Survey, 2004 – 2021. N=number of samples; SE=Standard Error; PSE=Proportional Standard Error.
	Table 7. Summary of sheepshead age samples collected from both dependent (commercial and recreational) and independent (survey) sources, 2008 – 2021*.
	Table 8. Summary of management strategies and their implementation status for sheepshead.
	FIGURES
	Figure 1. Annual (A) commercial (Atlantic Coastal Cooperative Statistics Program and N.C, Trip Ticket Program) and (B) recreational (MRIP) landings in pounds for sheepshead in North Carolina from 1981 – 2021.
	Figure 2. Commercial harvest in 2021 by gear type. Other gears include fyke nets, crab pots, and hook-and-line.
	Figure 3.  North Carolina Saltwater Fishing Tournament citations awarded for sheepshead from 1991 – 2021.
	Figure 4. Commercial length frequency (fork length, inches) of sheepshead harvested from 1994 – 2021. Bubbles represent fish harvested at length and the size of the bubble is equal to the proportion of fish at that length.
	Figure 5. Recreational length frequency (fork length, inches) of sheepshead harvested from 1981 – 2021. Bubbles represent fish harvested at length and the size of the bubble is equal to the proportion of fish at that length.
	Figure 6. Commercial and recreational length frequency distribution from sheepshead harvested in 2021.
	Figure 7. Annual index of abundance of sheepshead in the NCDMF Pamlico Sound Independent Gill Net Survey, 2001–2021. Pamlico Sound Independent Gill Net Survey sampling did not occur in 2020 and the first half of 2021.
	Figure 8. Annual juvenile index of abundance of sheepshead in the NCDMF Juvenile Trawl Survey, 2004 – 2021.
	Figure 9. Sheepshead length at age based on all age samples collected from 2008 – 2020. Blue circles represent the mean size at a given age while the grey squares represent the minimum and maximum observed size for each age. Otoliths from 2021 are not...



